
IF STONES COULD SPEAK 

INTRODUCTION CONCLUSIONS 
The site of  Tell es-Safi has 
long been identified as the 
ancient Philistine city of  
Gath, destroyed by King 
Hazael in the 9th c BCE. The 
current project has been 
ongoing for over 25 years, 
and thus has been able to 
focus on answering a variety 
of  questions, amongst them 
filling in the stratigraphy of  
the site. 
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RESULTS 
Area F, located at the top of  the Tell, has been the site’s 
stratigraphic trench since excavation began back in 2004. The 
careful excavation conducted here has served to provide 
stratigraphic context throughout the entire site. In 2007, Square 
16C was opened, which revealed the room of  an Iron Age house 
built up against the terraced city wall. From the Iron Age I to the 
Late Bronze Age I, the Square was in constant, domestic use, as 
subsequent excavation demonstrated. Beginning in 2016, the new 
goal for the following seasons was to determine how much earlier 
the stratigraphy went, to find Middle Bronze Age evidence in 
context for the first time at the site, and, in 2017, to match the 
Early Bronze Age levels found directly outside the city wall in the 
2015 season.   

Conclusions based on our work in the 2016-2017 seasons are:  

1.  Square 16C provides evidence for habitation of  the site 
starting as early as the Early Bronze Age III in a domestic 
context within the city wall, matching the level at which it 
was found outside the city wall in the 2015 season.  

2.  In the Middle Bronze Age, it became a construction zone 
for the city wall, before once more becoming domestic 
during the Late Bronze and early Iron Ages.  

3.  Overall, it can be ascertained that the site saw continuous 
use in some form or another, throughout the entirety of  
the Bronze Age, and into the Iron Age. 

Area F, as the stratigraphic trench of  the site, remains one of  the 
most important for the overall chronology of  the site: it provides 
clear evidence of  constant use of  the site from the very early 
periods. It is the only Area in which we have Middle Bronze Age 
surfaces in context, and thus the only Area wherein the progression 
from Early Bronze-Late Bronze is fully visible. Square 16C, with its 
1500 years of  history and use, serves as an important chronological 
marker for the site, and as an example of  digging a stratigraphic 
trench over several seasons, under different square supervisors.  

Excavation in Square 16C are focused on the stratigraphy of  the site, and 
the associated uses. Beginning in 2007, it was discovered that the square 
had been used as the domestic room of  a house from the Iron Age I to the 
Late Bronze Age. In 2016, due to the goal being finding the Middle Bronze 
Age, we were focused on stratigraphic depth, while keeping the walls of  
the earlier room in place. Whenever possible, we would float walls for both 
preservation and safety. In 2017, we continued going down even deeper to 
find the connection between the Middle Bronze and the Early Bronze 
Ages, and we were once more successful. We kept clear layers, visible in 
our baulks, and kept careful note of  all finds. 

Excavation in the 2016 and 2017 seasons successfully completed the 
stratigraphic layers of  Area F, and thus of  the entire Tell, accounting for 
all the missing links. In the 2016 season, the goal of  finding the Middle 
Bronze Age was successful, as we excavated through the Late Bronze 
Age room to a construction zone for the city wall. This was determined 
by the pottery, the appearance of  mud bricks, and a sand glacis built up 
against the city wall, much like it was on the other side, to help hold it up 
during construction. In the 2017 season, we dug through the Middle 
Bronze Age construction zone, including the very tough sand glacis, 
which yielded more tools, mud bricks and a brunt layer suggesting it was 
used for firing material. We found clear evidence of  an Early Bronze Age 
III wall, surface and stone installation, at the same level as the Early 
Bronze Age material outside the city wall.  
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