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Abdi Heba, king of Jerusalem ca. 1340 BCE, and author of 
several Amarna letters, mentions an Egyptian “fortified house” 
near Jerusalem. Excavations have revealed a small Egyptian 
settlement at Manahat, about 3km from ancient Jerusalem. 
The site yields scarabs ranging from the time of Amenophis III 
to Ramses II and a faience figurine of Bes. A lotus capital and a 
granite female bust were discovered north of today’s Old City. 

The globalized Late Bronze Age world was one of 
sophisticated trade, conquest, and foreign influence in many 
of the Old World’s nations. Archaeological excavations in 
modern Israel have revealed numerous artifacts of Egyptian 
origin and style within Canaan’s Late Bronze Age. The 
Late Bronze Age in Canaan encompasses the 18th through 
20th dynasties in Egypt, and evidence of Egyptian control 
in Canaan is manifest throughout the reigns of Tutmoses 
III, Amenophis III, Akhenaten, Ramses II, and Ramses III. 
Egyptian administrative centres have been recorded at 
Megiddo, Beth Shean, Jaffa, and Deir el-Balah, and this 
poster presents a visual example of the nature of 
Egyptian-style artifacts at these sites as they relate to the 
relationship between a Canaanite elite and the Egyptian 
ruling class. Although there is some evidence of the 
importation of Egyptian goods as luxury items, especially 
at cities such as Lachish, Late Bronze Age Canaanite 
peoples of the working class retained their own 
iconographic representations and styles with very few 
exceptions. Temples, stelae, statues, and jewellery found in 
the region conclude that Egyptian iconography penetrated 
only into administrative and cultic centres established by 
Egypt. Canaanite culture as a whole, however, did not 
extensively adopt an Egyptian iconography or cultural 
expression and there is little case for Egyptian infusion into 
the presentation of Canaanite identity.

The Beth Shean cylinder is a 
record of correspondence between 
two Canaanite rebel leaders, Tagi 
and Lab’aya (ca 1350). Lab’aya,  
active throughout the entire 
Samaria region,  was eventually 
killed by Egyptian vassals from 
Gina (Jenin) for his involvement in 
rebellion against Egyptian control 
in Canaan. Lab’aya’s life demon-
strates the unrest and discontent 
felt in Canaan under Egyptian rule 
in the Late Bronze Age.

Megiddo was most certainly a city 
under strict Egyptian control 
throughout nearly all the Late Bronze 
Age. It served as a base for the 
Egyptian military and administration 
and therefore, any potential 
Canaanites at the site would be 
possibly employed by Egyptian 
administrators or have a connection 
to the Egyptian rule.  The integration 
of Egyptian iconography at Megiddo 
is not able to applied to all of Canaan 
or to Canaanite sentiments. The 
Egyptian-style artifacts discovered at 
Megiddo, such as the ivory winged 
sphinx at left, are not sufficient proof 
of the integration or adoption of 
Egyptian iconography into Canaanite 
culture. 

The Deir el-Balah 
anthropoid coffins are 
quite evidently the result 
of an Egyptian people, 
rather than a Canaanite 
appropriation of Egyptian 
iconography. The 
excavation led by Trude 
Dothan in the 1970’s 
revealed not only the 
Egyptian-style coffins, but 
Egyptian cultural 
materials such as a 
papyrus cutter and an 
Egyptian wine set 
consisting of a bronze 
juglet, strainer, and 
shallow bowl. 

The sites and artifacts discussed here do not reference every 
Egyptian presence in ancient Canaan. Other cities, such as 
Ashdod, Ashkelon, and Jaffa also had significant Egyptian 
presence. Though abundant Egyptian artifacts are common 
throughout the country, due to Egyptian control over Canaan, 
they are often associated with Egyptian administration or the 
overseeing Egyptian population or luxury imports. Canaanite 
goods were still manufactured and little of the Egyptian 
iconography was integrated into the local style. Egypt did not 
have a positive reputation with Canaan; the desire for 
distinction drove Canaan to maintain an exclusive and 
prominent Canaanite iconography.


