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“The imperative … does not express nexus and so is not a clause …” (§ 364):  
this is not a conservative statement, it is neither a proven nor a not-yet-proven hy-
pothesis, but simply wrong (cf. Shisha-Halevy Orientalia 71, 2002, 458; Satzinger 
WZKM 96, 2006, 383). 

The ntere- conjugation (§ 344), otherwise called temporalis, does not express rela-
tive past, or anteriority, as the newly coined term precursive suggests. It does not 
render a ‘when he had seen (etc.),’ or even ‘after he had seen (etc.),’ but rather a 
‘when he saw (etc.)’ (cf. Satzinger WZKM 92, 2002, 226).  

Egyptian/Coptic is one of the languages in which the address is third person, ra-
ther than second (cf. pen- eivt et- àN M- phye, ‘Our Father who is in the heavens !’);  
both the definite article and the demonstrative pronoun (or article) are pronouns of 
the third person. 

N- /Mmo_ certainly marks, apart from the direct object and the incidental predica-
tive expansion, also the partitive relationship (§ 203). But àeunos nim Nrvme Acts 
17:26 is not a good example for it; in spite of ��� ����� 	��
���� and its transla-
tions into other languages, the Nrvme of the Coptic is obviously attributive (‘each 
human nation,’ not ‘each nation of human beings’). The same is true of the second 
element of tagelh Rrir Mark 5:13, ‘the swine herd.’ (A hint to this fact is given by B. 
Egedi Coptic noun phrases,3 71.)  

Criticism like this, of an outstanding work of greatest merits, may appear rather 
niggling. It is, however, frustrating for the reader to have in hand the second and 
third editions of a book, having appeared within shortest time, in which the author 
and the publisher did not use the chance to emend severe mistakes. Nevertheless, all 
these critical remarks notwithstanding, the Coptological community is to be warmly 
congratulated to dispose of the excellent tool which Layton’s work is; it is indeed a 
great reference grammar. 

Helmut Satzinger (Wien) 
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The publication, which comprises two volumes, namely text and plates, deals ac-

cording to its title with the results from the 1996 � 2005 seasons of excavations. The 
first chapter, however, includes � in addition to the introduction � a synopsis of the 
results covering the period 1996 � 2010. It becomes soon clear that the editor wrote 
this chapter just before the volume was published, thereby including the most recent 
results and conclusions. It is stated by the editor in the lengthy introductory chapter 
that it is meant to tie the various chapters together and "… to place them in a wider 
perspective of other research conducted at the site, as well as within the broader 
framework of the state of research on relevant periods, cultures and topics…". This 
approach is reasonable � it is a matter of taste � but it might possibly have been bet-
ter to summarise the various chapters at the end of the publication when the reader 
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012.pdf. 
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has studied the previous text. As it appears now, the most important results and va-
rious interpretations are already summarized in Chapter 1. A list of abbreviations 
would have been beneficial. 

This chapter also presents the history of the project, the project staff and support 
and the objectives. It describes the multi-period site of Tell es-Safi/Gath, which 
might have been as large as 40�50 ha according to the surface survey. The site's 
identity in written sources is discussed, and the editor is convinced that Tell es-Safi 
should be identified with the Philistine Gath, an interpretation which seems plausi-
ble after consideration of all the documentation and arguments. The sub-chapter 
"Methodology" deals with mapping and the site's grid systems as well as other sur-
veys and the excavation methodology, the latter being described as "following the 
methodology used by Amihai Mazar". It would have been advantageous for the non-
initiated reader to have been able to see a short description of Mazar's excavation 
method already in the introductory chapter rather than at the end of the text on  
p. 613, where the methodology of excavation, recording, and processing of the finds 
are presented in Appendix A. The comparative stratigraphic table of the excavation 
areas at Tell es-Safi/Gath (Fig. 1.3) is well-chosen and provides a good overview of 
areas, periods and suggested absolute dates although the editor, rightly, does not 
present a detailed absolute chronological discussion, which underlines the prelimi-
nary character of the publication. A synopsis of the various prehistoric and historic 
periods follows, which extend from the Early Bronze Age II to modern times. The 
thorough discussion on the finds of the various periods might have gained if a para-
graph or two on periodization and terminology had been added.  

It soon becomes clear that the core of the publication deals mainly with the finds 
from Areas A and E on the eastern side of the tell. These together with the discussion 
on the arrival of the Sea Peoples/Philistines in Iron Age I, and the presentation of 
the important finds from Iron Age IIA, which corresponds to Stratum 3A � the strati-
graphic backbone of Area A � , and Iron Age IIB are the core of the present publica-
tion. According to the editor the extensive destruction of Stratum 3 should be asso-
ciated with the siege and conquest of Hazael of Aram Damascus which seems rea-
sonable. The varying dates of the Hazael's campaign are thoroughly discussed and 
the editor tends to place his campaign after 835/832 BCE.  

The following chapters are written by research associated staff members, often in 
cooperation with the editor. The history of research is discussed in Chapters 2 A and 
B (Avissar and Maeir) which also include a reanalysis of Bliss and Macalister's ill-
documented excavations in 1899. In Chapter 3 (Ackerman and Bruins) which pro-
vides useful information on the environmental background of Tell es-Safi/Gath, the 
first helpful geographic map is included on p. 126: this, or even better, a more de-
tailed map including not only the immediate surroundings but also the entire region 
should have been provided at the very beginning of the publication in order to ena-
ble the reader to locate the various sites, which are mentioned in the text already in 
Chapter 1, and to relate them to other sites and areas. In Chapter 4 (Rainy) the pos-
sible involvement of Tell es-Safi (Tel Zafit) in the Amarna correspondence is dis-
cussed. Rainey claims that the only candidate for Gath of Philistines ought to suggest 
that its name in the Late Bronze Age was Gintu/Gimtu but none of the occurrences 
of the name in the Amarna letters can be associated with certainty to Tell es-Safi. 
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Chapter 5 (Levin) deals with Philistine Gath in the Biblical record and Chapters 6 
(Boas) and 7 (Etkes) with the site in the medieval and modern periods, and the Ot-
toman period. Chapter 8 again describes the results from the surface survey (Uziel 
and Maeir). 

Chapters 9�15 (Zukerman and Maeir; Shai, Uziel and Maeir; Uziel and Maeir; 
Gadot, Yasur-Landau and Uziel; Zukerman; Shai and Maeir; Avissar and Maeir) are � 
as regards stratigraphy, pottery and chronology � the core of the present volume. 
The thorough description of the stratigraphy of Areas A, which spans late Iron Age I, 
IIA and B, is followed by that of Area E, E5�1 which spans Early Bronze Age III, Late 
Bronze Age II�III, and Iron Age I and IIA. The chapters which follow deal with the 
Early Bronze Age III and Late Bronze Age pottery. Although both chapters are de-
scribed as preliminary it once again becomes obvious � in particular in the Late 
Bronze Age chapter � that many of our colleagues who work in an area which is part 
of the same cultural entity, unfortunately too often neglect the Transjordanian evi-
dence: the present reviewer could not find a single reference � with the exception of 
a general mention of pottery production � which is related to Transjordanian mate-
rial although several thorough studies have been published in the last decade (e.g. 
van der Kooij 2006; Fischer 2006 and Fischer (ed.) 2006). Another drawback in the 
Late Bronze Age chapter is references to publications on the material from the 1930s 
from Tell el-�Ajjul which come from extremely insecure and inadequately published 
contexts, but references to the renewed excavations from some years ago, which are 
based on a strict stratigraphy and which produced hundreds of stratified Cypriote 
imports, are not provided. 

The reports on the Iron Age I, IIA and IIB pottery in the following Chapters 
13�15 are instructive and will add important knowledge to our understanding of the 
Sea Peoples/Philistines and their cultural exchange with the local Canaanites 
throughout the centuries. One would, though, wish to see where exactly in the vari-
ous plans more complete finds were made and how they relate to other groups of 
finds in the same or adjacent contexts. Admittedly, all are associated with certain 
loci but their exact find positions cannot be seen in the plans. The following chapters 
(16�23) deal with provenience and technological studies of pottery, data mining 
techniques for pottery analyses, stamp-seal amulets and unprovenanced glyptics, 
weaving tools, hieratic inscriptions, ground and chipped stone objects (for the latter 
there are only photographs but no drawings) and a discussion on notched scapulae. 
These and the following chapters add additional useful knowledge to the history and 
archaeology of Tell es-Safi/Gath. Chapters 24�26 treat the environmental and palae-
ographic history of the site, the Early Bronze Age in the Shephelah, and include a 
report on the ground-penetrating radar survey. Preliminary botanical and faunal 
reports (Chapters 27 and 28) are followed by an appendix on excavation methodolo-
gy, recording and processing (see above)  

The present volumes, which include numerous photographs and illustrations, are 
a significant contribution to the understanding of the history and archaeology of an 
important site in central Israel. The reading of the present book provides a good op-
portunity to understand the inter- and transcultural relations of Tell es-Safi/Gath 
with its surroundings during several millennia.  

Peter M. Fischer (Gothenburg) 


