
Syllabus for “A Workshop in Biblical Archaeology” 
Academic Field School at the Tell es-Safi/Gath Archaeological Project 

Prof. Aren. M. Maeir 
June 26 - July 22, 2016 

Course Description:
This course is designed to provide students with the opportunity to gain academic and practical 
experience in the recovery and analysis of the material remains of an ancient culture. The focus of 
the practicum is on biblical or Syro-Palestinian archaeology. The course takes place during the 
four-week dig season at Tell es-Safi that is identified as biblical Gath of the Philistines. Students 
will participate in all aspects of the excavation, including digging and surveying at the site, gain 
experience in remote sensing applications, and participate in the various tasks that take place at 
the base camp, such as the washing and reading of pottery. Field trips to historical/archaeological 
sites and museums in the general area will be provided twice weekly. Lectures on topics relating 
to the site, the archaeology of Israel, and archaeological methodology will be held twice weekly. 
The course runs from Sunday through Friday each week. The course will be conducted at both the 
undergraduate and graduate level. 

Academic credit for this course will be given through Bar-Ilan University, the second largest 
university in Israel, as part of the courses of the Department of Land of Israel Studies and 
Archaeology. The lectures will be presented by the project staff, as well as various distinguished 
guest lecturers. On completion of the course, the student will receive three (3) or six (6) academic 
credits, depending on the length of participation (2 or 4 weeks). 

The course will be graded based on the assessment (by the Project director and staff members) of 
the student’s participation and on the materials (lecture and field trip summaries; excavation 
documentation materials, etc.) that will be submitted at the end of the course. 

Price:  
$500 for 2 weeks (3 credits) and $1000 for 4 weeks (6 credits), in addition to standard R&B. 


